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My father, Lafayette Monroe Gunn, Jr was born in Richmond, Virginia on January 27, 1923.  He
was the son of L. M. Gunn, Sr. and Mary Carter Lewis.  His fraternal grandfather James Freeman
Gunn was deceased when he was born, but his fraternal grandmother, Virginia Alice Johnson,
was important to him, until her death in 1937.  Dad was 14.

For much of his adult life, his maternal grandparents Ralph and Katie Belle Gunn Lewis were
important in his life.  He was close in age to many of Ralph and Katie's children,  who were his
aunts and uncles.  He was closest of course, to the ones that left the farms and moved to
Richmond:  Kate Lewis Parsons, Louise Lewis VanHouten,  Viola Lewis Steele, Myrtle Lewis
Brooks, and Emory Lewis.  I too, grew up with these great aunts and uncles, and loved them all. I
can remember countless trips to southern Virginia to visit Ralph and Katie Gunn Lewis. 

Dad adored his maternal great-grandparents, Peter Harrison and Mary Thomas Johnson Gunn. 
He spent many summers at Grandpa Peter Harrison Gunn’s house.  Even as a teenager, he'd run
away, hitching a ride from strangers, to his great grandpa Peter's  for refuse from disputes with
his sister Audrey.  After a cooling off period, Grandpa Peter would telephone Dad's home, and
his parents would come bring him back home to Richmond.  

Unlike his maternal grandparents Ralph and Katie Belle Gunn Lewis, his great grandpa Peter's
children were grown, and dad had their undivided attention.  He remembered his great
grandmother Mary Thomas "Molly"  fondly, as a wonderful woman, and a great cook.  Grandpa
Peter died while dad was in basic training for World War II and he wasn't allowed leave to attend
the funeral.  Grandma Molly died in June 1941, days after dad graduated from high school.

Dad was raised on Fairmont Avenue in Richmond.  From birth, he attended Fairmont Methodist
Church a few blocks from home.  As an adult he,  like his father,  was a deacon for Fairmont
church. He had three sisters, Myrtle Francis, Audrey Mae, and Mildred Anne, Dad was the only
boy.  He was educated in the public schools, was a member of the cadet corp in John Marshall
High School and graduated in 1941.

Seven months after graduation from high school, dad married his high school sweetheart,
Virginia Ellis, in Portsmouth, Virginia on January 26, 1942, one day before his 19th birthday.  
Virginia was eighteen years old.   She was born April 21, 1923 in Richmond, the daughter of
Lonnie Ellis and Annie Louise Spicer.  The impetus for the wedding, was Monroe had enlisted in
the Army for service in World War II.  As so many couples did, they married before going
overseas.

Dad served in the war in the Pacific.  He entered the service at Camp Lee, Virginia.   He was
listed as being 5 foot 9 inches tall, with brown hair, and blue eyes.  He weighed 165 pounds.  He
served state side for 6 months with three months training at AAF Chanu Field in Illinois.  His



speciality was aircraft and special purpose vehicle maintenance.  After basic training he was
assigned to the headquarters detachment, 345th bomb squadron in the Pacific theater.   He fought
for two years, 5 months, and 4 days defending his country.   He was active duty in battles and
campaigns in New Guinea, Luzon, and with the forces fighting for the liberation of the Philippine
Islands and the invasion of Manila.  For his service he received the Asiatic Pacific Theater ribbon
and two bronze stars; Philippine Liberation Ribbon with a bronze star, good 
conduct metal AR 6008-68 and the Victory Metal.  Dad was discharged January 14, 1946 from
Fort Bragg, North Carolina.   

During his service he contracted malaria in New Guinea, and was hospitalized with the disease. 
After his military discharge, he relapsed, and the malaria returned.  Dad was hospitalized in the
1950's in McGuire's Veterans Hospital in Richmond, Virginia.  There was considerable damage
to his liver.

After the War, Dad worked for his father who owned and operated L. M. Gunn Motor Company
on Nine Mile Road, in the Churchill Section of Richmond.  The company sold used cars,
operated an Esso gasoline station, and serviced and repaired automobiles.

With the help of his parents, Dad and mom purchased their first home on 911 North 37th Street. 
As stated in prior family histories, all of dad's siblings and their families, his sister Mildred and
his parents all lived on the same street.  Dad and mother had two children; a girl Cheryl Gayle
born 1948 and a son Craig Monroe Gunn born 1950.  Craig was born with birth defects that
doctors tried to repair with surgery.   After surgery Craig was left profoundly retarded,  in an
almost vegetative state, blind, and deaf.  It was a difficult time for my young parents.  My father
made $44 a week, and Craig's hospital bills were $188 a week.  Reluctantly, my parents placed
Craig in a State institution for children.  They simply could not afford any other option.  Dad and
mother spent years paying the hospital bills.  Craig died of meningitis on March 17, 1953.  He
was two years, 8 months and 12 days old.  Craig was the second child buried in my grandfather's
cemetery plot in Riverview Cemetery.  Roy Robbins Gunn, my Dad's brother, who died at the
age of two in 1930 was the first buried there.

My grandfather Lafayette Monroe Gunn, Sr. died in Sept 1954.  In the fall of 1955, after a month
in the first grade, I contracted pneumonia.  I was ill for months and spent most of the first grade
at home, too sick to attend school.  Mother exhausted herself in my care.  I know family tried to
help.  Most memorable, was my uncle, Dewey Garton, Aunt Audrey's husband.  I remember on
several occasions uncle Dewey beside my bed at night, adjusting my covers, applying cold
compresses to my forehead, taking and retaking my temperature,  telling and reading me stories,
saying "sugar pig, you have to get well for Uncle Dewey".  

The area of Richmond where we lived and where my dad's business was located,  was rapidly
changing.  The population was moving to the suburbs, and area businesses were relocating. 
Properties were losing value, crime was increasing.   In June of 1956, my parents moved from
Richmond, to the suburb of Highland Springs.  I was seven years old.

My parents were young to have experienced a marriage that began with World War II, followed



by my dad's relapse of malaria after discharge from WWII, my birth, the birth, hospitalization
and death of my brother, the death of my grandfather, catastrophic hospital bills to pay, and the
trauma of moving the family to the suburbs away from the security of his siblings.  Dad felt the
stigma of being the first child to move away from the rest of the family.  All the while he worked
for his mother managing the business established by his father; a business now located in a crime
ridden section that was no longer flourishing, and was rapidly was losing its client base.

Dad and mother felt inadequate; dad as a businessman, felt powerless to change his business
location and situation.  Mother felt inadequate as a woman who had given birth to a child with
multiple birth defects.  She had carried Craig for 10 months, and had a caesarean birth.  She had
exhausted herself trying to care for him at home.  She grieved at her helplessness.  There were no
more children born.  The birth, illness, hospitalization, care giving expenses, financially and
emotionally devastated the young couple.

Dad and mother had demons, and self medicated with alcohol.  Their alcohol abuse led to life
threatening liver disease, numerous related health problems, and ultimately their untimely deaths. 
Mother died in 1974 at age 50,  dad died in 1984 at 61.  Mother is buried beside her mother and
grandmother in the Spicer Cemetery plot in Oakwood Cemetery in Richmond. 

My father married second to Mary Catherine Atkinson Bates, the wife of my father's deceased
friend, Percy Bates.   Dad is buried in Riverview Cemetery with his parents, brother Roy
Robbins, and son Craig Monroe Gunn.

Dad’s obituary

Lafayette Monroe Gunn Jr.,
of Highland Springs, died Friday, April 6. 1984. He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Mary C.
Gunn; and daughter, Mrs. Cheryl G. Korman of Charleston, WVA.; his mother, Mrs.
Mary C. Gunn of Richmond; two grandsons, Eric and Benjamin Korman, both of
Charleston, WVA.; two stepsons, Clifton LaRoy Bates of Highland Springs and Raymond
G. Bates of Richmond; three sisters, Mrs. Myrtle G. Ferguson, Mrs. Audrey G. Garton and
Mrs. Mildred G. Boyer, all of Richmond. Remains rest at the Laburnum Chapel, Woody
Funeral Home, 2110 E. Laburnum Ave. Graveside services 11 a.m. Monday in Riverview.
Richmond Times Dispatch (VA) Sat. 4-7-1984

Mother’s obituary

Virginia Ellis Gunn 
of Seaford, Va., formerly of Richmond died Wednesday, January 3, 1974. She is survived by
her daughter, Mrs. Cheryl Gunn Korman; mother, Mrs. Louise A. Wicker, both of
Richmond; sister, Mrs. Earlene Hutchinson, of Hanover, Va.; niece, Mrs. Diane Christian
Owen, of Williamsburg; also two grandchildren. Remains rest at the Laburnum Chapel
Woody Funeral Home, 2110 E. Laburnum Ave. Graveside services 10 a.m. Saturday in
Oakwood Cemetery. Richmond Times Dispatch (VA) Sat. 1-5-1974


