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Lafayette Monroe Gunn, Sr (Fayette) was the son of James Freeman Gunn and his wife Virginia
Alice Johnson.  He was the second to youngest of their seven children, with five older siblings,
and a baby sister, Edith Myrtle Gunn.  Fayette as he was affectionately called, grew up in
Richmond, Virginia, the city where his mother, Virginia Alice, had grown up.

His father, James Freeman Gunn, died in 1902, when Fayette was seven years old.  His mother,
had seven children to raise alone, the oldest Lillian, was eighteen and the youngest Edith only
four. 

On April 2, 1908, Fayette's mother Virginia Alice, age 50, married a contractor, Minor
Phettiplace in Richmond.  Minor was ten years older than Virginia.  He had served in the Union
Army during the Civil War and where he had lost an arm.  In 1910 Minor and Virginia Alice
Gunn Phettiplace and four of Virginia's Gunn children, Leonard, Wilbur, Fayette, and Edith
Gunn were living on 990 Fairfield Street in Richmond.  

Minor gave his occupation as house carpenter.  This was a modest description because the family
was proud that Minor Phettiplace had also built Wesley United Methodist Church in
Mechanicsville, Virginia.  Minor was born in Allegheny County, New York in 1848.  He 
and Virginia Alice did not have children.  Minor died on June 27, 1911 at 62 years and 9 months
old.  He is buried in the plot in Riverview Cemetery in Richmond, Va, that Virginia Alice
purchased when her first husband, James Freeman Gunn, died in 1902.  

Fifty six year old Virginia Alice, married a third time to Charles E. Martin on Feb 19, 1915 in
Kalamazoo, Michigan.  Charles Martin died 16 months after the marriage on Jun 15, 1915 and is
buried in Hope Cemetery, in Kalamazoo, Michigan. According to Edith Gunn Snead who was
Fayette's sister, their mother Virginia Alice and Charles Martin had separated but did not divorce
Charles before he died.  Edith said her mother Virginia Alice, returned to Richmond, because she
thought Charles Martin too mean.   It isn't likely any of her children, lived in a home his mother
shared with Charles Martin.  Charles Martin is buried in Hope Cemetery, in Texas Corners,
Kalamazoo County, Michigan.  



Fayette attended public schools, was an intelligent man, who loved the mechanics of automobiles
and engines.  On April 25, 1917 at the age of 21, Lafayette M. Gunn married his double second
cousin, Mary Carter Lewis in Richmond, Virginia.  Mary Carter Lewis was the daughter of Ralph
Lorenzo Lewis and his wife Katie Belle Gunn.   

Hereafter, Lafayette and Mary C. Gunn will be called Nanny and Papa.  They were my
grandparents.

Nanny and Papa lived in Richmond, Virginia, in the part of the city known as Church Hill
located in the Jefferson Ward District.   They lived at 1716 Fairmont Avenue, and it was in this
home, their children were born.  Fayette's sister Edith Gunn Snead and her husband William
lived next door at 1714 Fairmont Avenue.  

Papa and my great aunt,  Edith, were as close as a brother and sister could be.  Both families
were members of Fairmont Methodist Church, located a few blocks from their homes.   Papa was
an automobile mechanic and Edith Gunn’s husband, Bill Snead was a machinists for the tobacco
company.  Papa was a church deacon at Fairmont Methodist and for countless years his sister
Edith Gunn Snead, was the Sunday School treasurer at Fairmont Methodist Church.  Their
parents, James Freeman and Virginia Alice Johnson Gunn were members of Fairmont.  The
Gunn children had been baptized and raised attending this church,  where several of their
children and grandchildren would also attend in the coming years.

In 1933, Papa opened his garage, service station, and used car business located on both sides of
the street at 3700 Nine Mile Rd, in Richmond.  

When Papa's son Roy Robbins Gunn died of pneumonia in 1930,  it was his sister, Edith Gunn
Snead,  who helped her sister-in-law and cousin, Mary Lewis Gunn,  care for the ill infant,  and
in whose arms, Roy would die.  Papa was a man that enjoyed his family and loved living close to
them.  He owned several business properties in Richmond.  Most were located on 25th Street, on
Nine Mile Road, and on 37th street, all in the Church Hill section. Papa was a successful,
hardworking, well respected businessman.

As his daughters Audrey and Myrtle, and son Lafayette Monroe Gunn, Jr. married, Papa helped
them with their first homes.  World War II had ended, and it was a joyous time.  Papa was
instrumental in having these homes built on North 37th Street in Church hill.   The homes were
two bedroom bungalows, and perfect starter homes for my grandparent's married children.  My
family lived at 911 N. 37th Street.  Across the street at 910 N. 37th Street, a brick, two story
home was built.  This was Nanny and Papa's house.

On September 8, 1954, my first day of school, Papa waited until the grandchildren, Daryl and
Courtney Garton, and me, Cheryl Gayle Gunn, came out of our houses to walk the block and a
half to school.  He said "no, indeed, you're not walking to school you're going in style, your papa
is going to take you to school."  The car Papa was driving that morning didn't have a backseat,
because he'd been working on it.  So standing up, and holding on to the front seat, we went the
half city block to the Garton house, where we picked up Daryl and Courtney.   My cousins, Daryl



and Courtney, and I laughed and made fun of a car with no backseat.  We'd never ridden in a car
standing up.  It was a delight, and exciting.  Papa had always had Juicy Fruit gum in his pocket,
and when Daryl and Courtney got into the back seat, Papa gave us each a stick.  Nathaniel Bacon
Elementary School was another half city block away.  When we reached the school, Papa held
out his hand, and we each deposited our chewed gum in his hand, and he gave us an
admonishment "never chew gum in school!".  He gave us all a hug, and watched us cross with
the safety patrols.  When I got to the school door, I waved and blew him a kiss, and peeked
through the window as he drove out of sight.

At noon, when class was dismissed, I walked the block and a half to my home.  My mother was
ironing, and watching "Guilding Light" on TV.  Seconds later, the phone rang, and I heard her
cry out.  She took me by the hand to the Griffith house across the street and  next door to Nanny
and Papa.  Something terrible was wrong, I didn't know what.  People were going into Papa's
house.  From the side porch of the neighbor's home, I could see from the porch through the
window into Papa's bedroom, where my father was rubbing Papa's legs, and the doctor was 
pushing his chest.  Later I learned, my papa had died from a heart attack, or coronary thrombosis
[a blood clot] on September 8, 1954.  The day is forever etched in my memory.

I remember Papa as the most wonderful loving man I knew.  He was always laughing.  He always
had hugs and kisses for the grandchildren, and wanted them in return.  He loved to travel.  He
stressed the importance of doing well in school.  He was a source of chewing gum and nickels
when the ice cream truck passed.   He loved holidays, and loved having the whole family around. 
When his youngest daughter, Mildred,  was in college,  the family would take a road-trip to the
Virginia mountains where she attended college, to see her.  The family would incorporate a
picnic and opportunity to travel Skyline Drive and parkway.  Papa loved going to the country to
visit relatives, in LaCrosse, Alberta, and Crewe, Virginia with the family in tow.  It was a
wonderful environment to grow up, where your cousins, aunts,  uncles, and grandparents, were
all just doors away.

My father, L. M. Gunn, Jr. worked with and for his father after World War II, at L.M. Gunn
Motor Co.  They sold and serviced used cars.  Father and son purchased cars from individuals, on
trade-ins,  and from automobile auction businesses in North Carolina and Virginia.    They sold
Esso gasoline, rebuilt, repaired,  and serviced automobiles. 
   
After Papa's death in 1954, my father, L.M. Gunn, Jr. continued to run the automobile business,
for his mother.  For the next several years, my father began purchasing the business from his
mother, but Nanny would not sell Dad the property where the station and garage were located, or
the 1 acre car lot across the street on 3700 Nile Mill Road.  It always remained so.

Dad was in a dilemma.  The business needed to relocate, but for reasons that had to be
sentimental, his mother would not consider selling dad the property where the business was
located.   It created a difficult situation for my father and opened him up to much criticism from
family, who thought he was ruining the business, and from friends who encouraged him to
relocate.  He felt helpless to move the business he'd invested financially to own.  He was torn 
between feelings of obligation to his mother, and feelings of doom about the future of the



business in its current location. 

In the 1950's and 60's, Church Hill was increasingly, a less than desirable location to work or
live.  Crime and vandalism were a problem.  Automobiles were frequently stolen from the Gunn
car lot and the garage office was burglarized countless times, even in daylight hours.  Mother and
I were worried for his safety.  Fairmont Methodist Church that was also located in Church Hill,
built in the late 1800's  experienced the loss of membership.  They made the decision to sell the
church and parsonage, and relocate.  Church members were afraid to attend services, especially at
night, because the neighborhood wasn't safe.  

Church Hill families sold the popular bungalows built after World War II, and the historic homes
were sold as well.  Families moved to the suburbs of Richmond.   My grandmother, and aunts
moved to the west end of Richmond.  My parents moved to the less expensive east end.  The
Church Hill neighborhoods and homes fell into disrepair, businesses were closed and 
buildings abandoned, still my grandmother held fast to the properties she inherited at her
husband's death in 1954.    

In the 1970's, my father finally closed L. M. Gunn Motor Company.   Finally, my grandmother
sold the properties she owned in Church Hill,  for a fraction of their value when my grandfather
died in 1954.  It was an unfortunate decision for her and was financially devastating for my
father.

The Children of Lafayette Monroe Gunn, Sr., and Mary C. Lewis Gunn
1.  Myrtle Francis Gunn b. 2-20-1918 d. 3-16-1993 married Harry Bernard Fergusson, one
daughter Carolyn Faye
2.  Lafayette Monroe Gunn, Jr. 1-27-1923 d. 4-6-1884 married Virginia Ellis Gunn,  one
daughter Cheryl Gayle
3.  Audrey Mae Gunn b. 3-11-1926  d. March 12, 2016, married Orris  Dewey Garton, Jr. on Jan
6, 1944.  Their three children; Thomas Courtney, Daryl Wade, and Debra Page
4.  Mildred Ann Gunn b. 11-13-1933 d. December 24. 2016 married Richard Boyer on Jun3 19,
1954;  three daughters Miriam, Sarah, and Rebecca.
Note:  two children Vivian Aleas and Roy Robbins died in infancy.

Lafayette Monroe Gunn, Sr  Family June 1954  L.M.Gunn Motor Company - circa 1945
(left to right) 3500 Nine Mile Road, Richmond, Va.



Mildred, Myrtle, Mary Lewis Gunn, wife, Lafayette Jr.,
Audrey.

Four of my grandfather Lafayette Monroe Gunn’s, siblings.
Left to Right
Wesley Alfred Gunn 1888-1973
Edith Gunn Snead   1898 - 1989
Willard Jones Gunn 1894 - 1969
Samuel Lewis Gunn 1890 - 1961

This was taken at Ginter Park in June 1960
Those not pictured were deceased
Lillian 1884 - 1952
Nora    1887-1887
Leonard Atkins Gunn 1894 - 1918 was a twin to Willard Jones Gunn pictured above 
Lafayette Monroe Gunn, Sr., 1895 - 1954, my grandfather


